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TRIBUTE TO REVEREND JOHN H. 

SCOTT, CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 26, 2005 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and pay tribute to one of this coun-
try’s great civil rights leaders, Rev. John H. 
Scott. On May 7, I had the opportunity to at-
tend a tribute to Rev. Scott, honoring the 25th 
Anniversary Celebration of the John H. Scott 
Memorial Fund in Tallulah, Louisiana. This liv-
ing memorial was started at the request of 
Rev. Scott at the end of his life, and now pro-
vides scholarships to young people, as well as 
supporting other projects that advance the 
aims and ideals of the Reverend’s life. 

Rev. Scott was a minister and a civil rights 
leader who was devoted to improving the 
quality of life for African-Americans in this 
country. He was born in 1901, in a small, al-
most all-black parish in Louisiana, where black 
schools, businesses, and neighborhoods were 
thriving, but existed in almost total isolation 
from their white neighbors. He came to see 
that this seeming independence was not com-
mensurate with equality, and he dedicated his 
life to the pursuit of that equality for all people, 
of all color, in all places. 

He was a farmer, as well as a pastor for 
twenty-five years, president of the local 
NAACP for thirty-three years, and chairman of 
the East Carroll Ministerial Alliance for five, 
while still finding time to make regular visits to 
hospitals, senior citizens’ homes, and prisons. 
His twenty-five year struggle for full voting 
rights for African-Americans is an exemplar of 
how individual people can indeed change the 
world. Armed with a passion for justice and 
ready to fight no matter what the cost, his 
local, grassroots efforts became a national 
movement that ultimately convinced Attorney 
General Robert Kennedy to join his crusade 
for equality for all. Despite growing up under 
the oppressive injustice of Jim Crow laws, and 
knowing the risks it presented to his own life 
and the lives of his friends, neighbors, and 
family members, he was unfaltering in his 
quest for progress. 

His book, Witness to the Truth, which was 
compiled by his daughter, Cleo Scott Brown, 
is a collection of his writings and transcripts of 
his interviews; and I recommend it to all who 
wish to know more about the history of race 
relations in this country. We must understand 
the truth about our past struggles if we are ul-
timately to see success, because, in the words 
of Rev. Scott, ‘‘So much of what we will be-
come depends on how we start.’’ And Rev. 
Scott helped us start well. His life is a testa-
ment to the tenacity and courage that daily 
fortified our civil rights leaders and sustained 
them in their struggle to ensure human rights 
for every person, regardless of race, gender, 
or economic circumstance. 

We all owe a debt of gratitude to Rev. John 
H. Scott, and I acknowledge my own indebted-
ness here today. He once wrote, ‘‘History is of 
little value unless it inspires one to greater en-
deavors, or serves to guide against the mis-
takes of the past.’’ As the first African-Amer-
ican elected to this great body from my State, 
I know that I have been inspired to greater en-
deavors by people like Rev. Scott, whose lives 
paved the way for my accomplishments. 

I’d also like to thank Dr. Elsie Scott for 
bringing this extraordinary Foundation to my 
attention and to commend the other Scott fam-
ily members including Jewel Scott, Johnita 
Scott, and Louis G. Scott. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish today to honor the 
memory of Rev. John H. Scott, and I know 
that all of my colleagues here join me in pay-
ing tribute to this man of uncommon distinction 
who history will remember as a great warrior 
in the struggle for civil rights. 
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Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, one of 
our Nation’s greatest assets is our veterans. 
When I look around this chamber and see the 
reflection of our democracy, I can’t help but 
think of those who fought to ensure our safety, 
our strength, and our freedom. 

I rise today to recognize an honored veteran 
and an extraordinary American, Mr. Hugh Fer-
guson. 

Those who study World War II are aware 
that the United States was at war with Japan 
for three months after Germany surrendered. 
The end of the war with Japan came only after 
President Harry S Truman made the brave 
and difficult decision to use the atomic bomb. 

On August 9, 1945, Mr. Hugh Ferguson was 
piloting the B–29 bomber plane that dropped 
the atomic bomb on Nagasaki, Japan. This 
mission required bravery, faith, and discipline 
in order to see it through. Mr. Ferguson was 
just a mere twenty-two years old when his 
country employed his piloting skills to end the 
battle and forever change the make-up of the 
world. 

As Mr. Ferguson will tell you, he and his fel-
low pilots knew their acts would end World 
War II and save hundreds of thousands of 
American lives. This knowledge made it clear 
to Mr. Ferguson what his mission was and 
that his success was necessary—even at its 
great cost. 

It takes a brave and faithful man to carry out 
the missions of the United States military. It 
takes an even braver man to test history with 
the new technology that was the atomic bomb. 
Yet, Mr. Ferguson’s bravery did not stop there. 
Years later, he again answered the military’s 
call of duty. Mr. Ferguson flew the only plane 
on site when the United States detonated the 
world’s first hydrogen bomb on Eniwetok Atoll. 
Not knowing the consequences of this flight, 
he and his crew bravely documented the 
power of the hydrogen bomb for United States 
officials. 

This year marks Mr. Ferguson’s 82nd birth-
day. I wish to congratulate and honor him for 
his service to this country in the face of war. 
As a member of Congress, as a proud citizen 
of the United States, and as a person who en-
joys the freedom this great Nation offers, I offi-
cially recognize Mr. Hugh Ferguson. 
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Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, it is my great 
pleasure to pay special tribute to one of Ohio’s 
finest educators. After thirty-three years, Dr. 
Jeffrey C. Keller is retiring from the Dublin City 
School District. Dr. Keller, who for three dec-
ades has directed the Dublin Coffman High 
School instrumental music program, has been 
a leader in education and an inspiration to the 
community. 

Raised in Prospect, Ohio, Dr. Keller began 
his career at Dublin High School in 1972, after 
earning his bachelor’s degree from The Ohio 
State University. After three years, Dr. Keller 
returned to The Ohio State University where 
he earned his Masters and Doctoral degrees. 
After his graduate education, Dr. Keller re-
turned to Dublin as director of music edu-
cation, a position he has held ever since. 

For more than 30 years, bands under Dr. 
Keller’s direction have enjoyed a superior rep-
utation in the State of Ohio. He has shared 
countless hours developing the talents and en-
joyment of music in each of his students. For 
his efforts, Dr. Keller was recognized with the 
2002 Ohio Music Educators’ Association’s 
Ohio Music Educator of the Year Award. In 
addition, Dr. Keller has been recognized by 
Capital University and Prescott High School in 
Arizona for his education and performance 
clinics. Dr. Keller was also awarded The 
School of Music Society of Alumni and Friends 
Award by his alma mater, The Ohio State Uni-
versity, for excellence in teaching in the music 
education division. 

Beyond his deep commitment to the stu-
dents of Dublin Coffman High School, Dr. Kel-
ler has also given greatly of himself to the 
community. As a result of his efforts as a com-
munity leader, Dr. Keller has been a recipient 
of the Dublin A.M. Rotary Signature Award, 
the Dublin Jaycees Golden Shamrock Award 
and the ‘‘God and Country’’ Music Award from 
the Greater Columbus Area Salvation Army. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in paying special tribute to Dr. Jeffrey C. Keller 
in recognition of his superlative service to the 
students, parents and friends of the Dublin 
Coffman Music Education Program. On behalf 
of the people of the Fifth District of Ohio, I am 
proud to recognize his many accomplish-
ments. We wish Jeff, his wife Gail, and their 
daughter Kristany, all the best as we salute 
one of Ohio’s finest citizens. 
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HONORING THE 130TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF SUMNER HIGH SCHOOL 
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Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to Sumner High School, the first school 
west of the Mississippi river to offer secondary 
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